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Abstract 

Unpredictability serves as a cornerstone of narrative 

engagement, reflecting the multifaceted nature of 

human experience. This paper explores the interplay 

of unpredictability in John Galsworthy’s realism and 

Homer’s Odyssey, framed within the broader context 

of a multipolar literary world. Galsworthy’s works, 

epitomizing early 20th-century English realism, 

focus on psychological depth and moral 

introspection, deriving unpredictability from 

character development and ethical dilemmas. 

Homer’s Odyssey, conversely, embodies ancient 

Greek cosmology with its reliance on divine 

intervention and episodic storytelling, offering 

unpredictability through chaos and existential 

uncertainty. Through a comparative analysis, this 

study highlights how cultural, philosophical, and 

narrative techniques shape the treatment of 

unpredictability in literature. The multipolar 

perspective reveals the interconnected yet distinct 

influences shaping these works, underscoring the 

adaptability of unpredictability as a literary device. 

By juxtaposing these narratives, this research 

underscores literature’s role in navigating the 

complexities of a diverse and interconnected world. 
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1.INTRODUCTION 

Unpredictability is an intrinsic element of storytelling, 

fostering engagement and mirroring life’s uncertainties. 

In literature, unpredictability not only captivates readers 

but also serves as a reflection of societal values and 

philosophical ideologies. This paper examines the 

thematic and structural unpredictability in John 

Galsworthy’s realism and Homer’s Odyssey, contrasting 

their approaches through the lens of a multipolar literary 

framework. A multipolar perspective—highlighting 

diverse cultural and ideological influences—offers a 

comprehensive lens to analyze how unpredictability 

functions within these distinct works. 

 

Galsworthy’s narratives, set against the backdrop of 

early 20th-century England, derive their unpredictability 

from subtle character evolutions and moral 

complexities. His works reflect the tensions of a society 

transitioning from Victorian rigidity to modern 

liberalism. Homer’s Odyssey, steeped in ancient Greek 

cosmology, employs divine interventions, dramatic 

irony, and mythological elements to create a dynamic 

unpredictability that underscores the existential 

struggles of its time. 

 

By comparing these narratives, this paper explores the 

cultural, philosophical, and narrative contexts that shape 

their treatment of unpredictability. It argues that 

unpredictability is not merely a narrative device but a 

reflection of the multifaceted nature of human 

experience in a multipolar world, where diverse 

influences converge and interact. This exploration not 

only enhances our understanding of Galsworthy and 

Homer’s works but also illuminates the broader role of 

unpredictability in literature as a tool for navigating 

complex realities. 

 

2. UNDERSTANDING MULTIPOLAR LITERATURE 

 

A multipolar world, characterized by multiple centers of 

cultural, political, and ideological influence, reshapes 
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literature by incorporating diverse perspectives and 

traditions. Multipolar literature reflects this dynamic by 

challenging the dominance of singular narratives and 

celebrating plurality. It offers readers a kaleidoscope of 

voices, enabling them to navigate complex global 

realities. 

 

In a multipolar framework, unpredictability becomes a 

critical device for reflecting the tensions and 

intersections of diverse worldviews. Galsworthy’s works, 

deeply rooted in early 20th-century England, capture 

the moral complexities of a society transitioning from 

Victorian rigidity to modern liberalism. His narratives 

emphasize human agency and ethical growth, creating 

a controlled yet surprising storytelling style. 

 

Homer’s Odyssey, representing an ancient cultural pole, 

offers a stark contrast. The epic’s unpredictability stems 

from its episodic structure, divine interventions, and 

mythological elements. These features reflect ancient 

Greek cosmology, where gods and fate play central roles 

in shaping human lives. The Odyssey’s chaotic 

unpredictability mirrors a worldview where resilience 

and adaptability are essential for survival. 

 

Multipolar literature highlights how cultural and 

historical contexts shape narrative strategies. 

Galsworthy and Homer, though separated by millennia, 

exemplify how unpredictability adapts to reflect the 

concerns and values of their respective societies. By 

engaging with these narratives, readers gain insight into 

the interplay of tradition, innovation, and cultural 

diversity in literature. 

 

3. NARRATIVE UNPREDICTABILITY IN 

GALSWORTHY’S REALISM 

 

John Galsworthy’s realism epitomizes a nuanced form of 

unpredictability, where surprises arise from character 

development and societal dynamics. His celebrated 

series, The Forsyte Saga, exemplifies this approach, 

offering a profound exploration of a family navigating 

personal ambitions, moral dilemmas, and societal 

expectations. 

Galsworthy’s unpredictability is grounded in the 

psychological and ethical intricacies of his characters. 

Rather than relying on dramatic plot twists, he crafts 

subtle surprises through gradual character evolution. 

Soames Forsyte, for instance, transitions from a self-

assured materialist to a figure of deep internal conflict, 

reflecting the complexities of human nature. These 

transformations resonate with readers, inviting them to 

empathize with characters whose dilemmas mirror 

broader societal tensions. 

 

The cultural context of early 20th-century England plays 

a pivotal role in shaping Galsworthy’s narrative 

strategies. As industrialization and modernization 

disrupted traditional social structures, individuals faced 

new ethical and existential challenges. Galsworthy’s 

works capture this transition, presenting a microcosm of 

a society in flux. His restrained storytelling mirrors the 

rationalism and decorum of his era, creating a form of 

unpredictability rooted in introspection and moral 

inquiry. 

 

Moreover, Galsworthy’s narratives reflect a belief in 

human agency and ethical growth. By focusing on 

internal conflicts, he encourages readers to reflect on 

their values and choices, demonstrating the enduring 

relevance of his works in a multipolar literary framework. 

 

4. CHAOTIC DYNAMISM IN HOMER’S ODYSSEY 

 

Homer’s Odyssey offers a stark contrast to Galsworthy’s 

realism, embracing chaotic unpredictability driven by 

divine interventions and mythological encounters. The 

epic follows Odysseus’s arduous journey home, marked 

by encounters with gods, monsters, and natural forces 

that challenge his resilience and cunning. 

 

The unpredictability in the Odyssey is both structural and 

thematic. Its episodic nature, where each adventure 

presents new challenges, keeps readers engaged and 

underscores life’s inherent uncertainties. Divine 

interventions, such as Athena’s guidance or Poseidon’s 

wrath, highlight the tension between fate and free will. 

These elements reflect ancient Greek cosmology, where 

human endeavors are shaped by capricious divine 

forces. 

Homer employs dramatic irony to enhance 

unpredictability. Readers, aware of Odysseus’s true 

identity and intentions, witness characters navigate 

misunderstandings and revelations. This technique 

creates layered tension, sustaining engagement and 

deepening the epic’s thematic resonance. 
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The Odyssey’s chaotic dynamism mirrors the existential 

struggles of ancient Greek society. In a world where 

survival depended on resilience and adaptability, 

unpredictability became a central theme. The epic’s 

enduring appeal lies in its ability to capture universal 

human experiences through a lens of divine chaos and 

mythological wonder. 

 

5. COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: CULTURAL CONTEXTS 

AND PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS 

 

The unpredictability in Galsworthy and Homer’s works 

reflects their distinct cultural contexts. Galsworthy’s 

realism, rooted in early 20th-century England, 

emphasizes human agency and ethical introspection. 

His narratives capture the tensions of a society 

navigating industrialization and shifting values. In 

contrast, Homer’s Odyssey, shaped by ancient Greek 

cosmology, explores the interplay of fate, divine will, and 

human resilience. 

 

Galsworthy’s works embody modern beliefs in moral 

growth and individual responsibility. His characters 

navigate ethical dilemmas within societal constraints, 

reflecting a worldview where rationalism and progress 

coexist. Conversely, Homer’s epic reflects a belief in the 

unpredictability of life, shaped by divine caprice and 

existential uncertainty. This philosophical divergence 

underscores the evolving nature of unpredictability as a 

narrative device. 

 

Galsworthy and Homer employ distinct techniques to 

create unpredictability. Galsworthy’s realism relies on 

character development and subtle moral conflicts, while 

Homer’s epic thrives on dramatic irony, episodic 

structure, and divine interventions. These strategies 

reflect their respective cultural and historical influences, 

highlighting the versatility of unpredictability in 

literature. 

 

Unpredictability enhances narrative engagement and 

thematic depth in both Galsworthy’s and Homer’s works. 

Galsworthy’s subtle surprises invite introspection, 

encouraging readers to empathize with characters 

navigating moral complexities. His works reflect a 

multipolar world where societal norms and individual 

aspirations coexist in tension. 

 

Homer’s Odyssey, with its dynamic unpredictability, 

captivates readers through dramatic tension and 

existential themes. The epic’s episodic structure mirrors 

the uncertainties of a multipolar world, where diverse 

forces shape human experiences. By engaging with 

these narratives, readers explore the complexities of life 

in interconnected yet distinct cultural contexts. 

 

6. THEMATIC RESONANCE AND NARRATIVE 

ENGAGEMENT 

 

Unpredictability enhances both narrative engagement 

and thematic depth, whether in literature or geopolitics. 

In Galsworthy’s works, gradual, nuanced unpredictability 

fosters empathy and introspection, mirroring the 

challenges of navigating a multipolar system. His 

narratives challenge readers to consider the 

complexities of human nature and societal interactions, 

highlighting the interconnectedness of personal choices 

and global outcomes. 

 

In Homer’s Odyssey, dynamic unpredictability captivates 

readers through its immediacy and dramatic tension. 

The epic invites audiences to grapple with existential 

questions, drawing parallels to the uncertainties of a 

multipolar world. This dual engagement—both 

reflective and immediate—ensures the enduring 

relevance of both Galsworthy’s and Homer’s works, 

offering valuable insights into the dynamics of 

unpredictability in storytelling and global relations. 

 

7. CONCLUSION 

 

Unpredictability in literature transcends time and 

cultural boundaries, shaping narrative engagement and 

thematic depth. Galsworthy’s realism and Homer’s epic 

storytelling, when viewed through a multipolar lens, 

reveal the versatility of unpredictability as a literary 

device. Galsworthy’s subtle approach reflects the 

psychological and moral complexities of early 20th-

century England, while Homer’s chaotic dynamism 

embodies ancient Greek existential beliefs. By 

juxtaposing these narratives, this paper underscores the 

evolving nature of storytelling in a multipolar world, 

where diverse cultural contexts and philosophical 

perspectives shape literary traditions. Future research 

could further explore how multipolarity influences 
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narrative techniques across genres and regions, 

enriching our understanding of literature’s role in 

reflecting and shaping human experience. 
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