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Abstract 

Guy du Maurier's play "An Englishman's Home" 

stands as a poignant exploration of patriotism and 

resilience amidst the backdrop of a foreign invasion 

on England, symbolized by the threat of Nearland 

forces. The narrative centres on the plight of the 

Browns, an ordinary middle-class family, as they 

navigate the chaos and uncertainty of war. 

Throughout the play, themes of loyalty to country 

and family, as well as the unwavering determination 

to resist foreign aggression, are prominently 

displayed. Central to the narrative is the character of 

Mr. Brown, whose decision to defend his home 

against the invaders serves as a powerful symbol of 

patriotism and self-sacrifice. Likewise, the resilience 

displayed by the Browns in the face of adversity 

underscores the indomitable spirit of the English 

people, who refuse to surrender in the face of 

external threats. A significant aspect of "An 

Englishman's Home" is the revised ending by J.M. 

Barrie and Gerald du Maurier, which offers a last-

minute British victory against the Nearlander forces. 

This alteration not only provides a sense of hope and 

optimism but also serves as a powerful symbol of the 

resilience and fortitude of the English nation. By 

changing the outcome of the play, Barrie and du 

Maurier offer a narrative of triumph in the face of 

adversity, reaffirming the enduring strength of the 

British spirit. Through meticulous analysis of the 

characters, plot, and historical context, this research 

article aims to shed light on the enduring 

significance of "An Englishman's Home" in the 

literary canon. By exploring the themes of patriotism 

and resilience as portrayed in the play, coupled with 

the revised ending, this research seeks to offer 

profound insights into the complexities of human 

nature and the enduring spirit of the English people 

in times of crisis. 
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1.INTRODUCTION 

Amidst the tumultuous years leading up to the First 

World War, Guy du Maurier's play "An Englishman's 

Home" emerges as a poignant reflection of the anxieties 

and uncertainties gripping early 20th-century England. 

Set against the backdrop of a foreign invasion, the 

narrative delves into themes of patriotism, resilience, 

and the human cost of war. Through the lens of an 

ordinary middle-class family, the Browns, the play offers 

a compelling exploration of the complexities of human 

nature and the enduring spirit of the English people. 

 

At the heart of "An Englishman's Home" lies the 

character of Mr. Brown, the patriarch of the family, who 

finds himself thrust into the role of defender as Nearland 

forces threaten the stability and security of England. Mr. 

Brown's decision to stand firm against the invaders 

symbolizes a deep-seated loyalty to the country and 

family, highlighting the sacrifices made in the name of 

national pride. As the play unfolds, the Browns must 

confront their fears and make difficult decisions to 

ensure their survival, grappling with the harsh realities 

of war and the fragility of life. 

 

Central to the narrative is the resilience displayed by the 

Browns in the face of adversity. Despite the chaos and 

uncertainty surrounding them, they refuse to yield to 

despair, drawing strength from their sense of 

community and shared values. Through their courage 

and determination, the Browns embody the indomitable 
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spirit of the English people, who stand united in the face 

of external threats. 

 

A notable aspect of "An Englishman's Home" is the 

revised ending by J.M. Barrie and Gerald du Maurier, 

which provides a last-minute British victory against the 

Nearlander forces. This alteration not only offers a sense 

of hope and optimism but also serves as a powerful 

symbol of the resilience and fortitude of the English 

nation. By changing the outcome of the play, Barrie and 

du Maurier offer a narrative of triumph in the face of 

adversity, reaffirming the enduring strength of the 

British spirit. 

Through meticulous analysis of the characters, plot, and 

historical context, this research article seeks to shed light 

on the enduring significance of "An Englishman's Home" 

in the literary canon. By exploring the themes of 

patriotism and resilience as portrayed in the play, 

coupled with the revised ending, this research aims to 

offer profound insights into the complexities of human 

nature and the enduring spirit of the English people in 

times of crisis. As such, "An Englishman's Home" remains 

a timeless testament to the resilience and fortitude of 

the human spirit in the face of war and adversity. 

 

2. HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND PLOT SETTING 

 

In the twilight years of the Victorian era and the dawn of 

the Edwardian period, Britain stood at a crossroads, 

navigating a rapidly changing world fraught with 

geopolitical tensions and shifting alliances. It was a time 

of imperial grandeur and societal upheaval, marked by 

the rise of industrialization, urbanization, and the 

emergence of new political ideologies. Against this 

backdrop of flux and uncertainty, Guy du Maurier's play 

"An Englishman's Home" unfolds, offering a poignant 

reflection of the anxieties and fears gripping early 20th-

century England. 

 

The historical context of "An Englishman's Home" is 

deeply intertwined with the geopolitical landscape of 

the time. The play is set against the backdrop of a 

foreign invasion of England by a power known as 

"Nearland," which is widely interpreted to represent 

Germany. This narrative choice reflects the prevailing 

anxieties surrounding the growing militarism and 

expansionism of Germany in the years leading up to the 

First World War. The spectre of war loomed large over 

Europe, with tensions escalating as nations vied for 

power and influence on the world stage. 

The plot unfolds in the home of an ordinary middle-class 

family, the Browns, who find themselves thrust into the 

midst of the invasion. The Browns' home becomes a 

microcosm of England itself, as they grapple with the 

chaos and uncertainty of war. Through the eyes of the 

Browns, the audience witnesses the impact of the 

invasion on everyday life, from the disruption of routines 

to the breakdown of societal norms. 

 

Central to the plot is the character of Mr. Brown, the 

patriarch of the family, whose steadfastness and 

determination serve as a symbol of English resilience in 

the face of adversity. As the Nearlander forces advance, 

Mr. Brown is forced to confront difficult decisions about 

how best to protect his family and his home. His actions, 

driven by a deep-seated sense of duty and loyalty to the 

country, underscore the sacrifices made by ordinary 

individuals in times of crisis. 

 

Throughout the play, du Maurier masterfully captures 

the atmosphere of fear and uncertainty that permeated 

early 20th-century England. The threat of invasion hangs 

over the characters like a dark cloud, casting a shadow 

over their lives and forcing them to confront their 

deepest fears. Yet, amidst the chaos and turmoil, 

moments of courage and resilience emerge, as the 

Browns and their fellow countrymen rally together to 

defend their homeland. 

 

In depicting the invasion of England, du Maurier offers 

a stark reminder of the fragility of peace and the ever-

present threat of war. The play serves as a cautionary 

tale, urging audiences to remain vigilant in the face of 

external threats and to cherish the values of freedom 

and democracy that define the English way of life. 

The historical context and plot setting of "An 

Englishman's Home" provide a vivid snapshot of early 

20th-century England grappling with the spectre of war. 

Through its portrayal of the invasion and its impact on 

the lives of ordinary individuals, the play offers profound 

insights into the resilience and fortitude of the English 

people in the face of adversity. As such, "An 

Englishman's Home" remains a timeless testament to 

the enduring spirit of a nation united in the defence of 

its homeland. 
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3. EXPLORING PATRIOTISM AND RESILIENCE 

 

In Guy du Maurier's play "An Englishman's Home," the 

themes of patriotism and resilience emerge as central 

motifs against the backdrop of a foreign invasion 

threatening England. Through the narrative lens of the 

Browns, an ordinary middle-class family, du Maurier 

crafts a compelling exploration of the complexities of 

human nature and the enduring spirit of the English 

people in times of crisis. 

 

At the outset, it is essential to understand the historical 

context in which "An Englishman's Home" is situated. 

The early 20th century was marked by heightened 

geopolitical tensions and the spectre of impending 

conflict. The arms race between European powers, 

particularly Germany and Britain, contributed to a sense 

of unease and uncertainty across the continent. 

Moreover, the political landscape was characterized by 

alliances and rivalries that would ultimately culminate in 

the outbreak of World War I. Against this backdrop of 

geopolitical instability, du Maurier's play takes on added 

significance as a reflection of the anxieties and fears 

prevalent in British society at the time. 

 

The plot of "An Englishman's Home" unfolds amidst the 

chaos of a foreign invasion, with Nearland forces posing 

a direct threat to England's security. As the invasion 

progresses, the Browns find themselves thrust into the 

midst of the conflict, forced to confront the harsh 

realities of war. Central to the narrative is the character 

of Mr. Brown, the patriarch of the family, whose 

steadfast commitment to defending his home and loved 

ones symbolizes a deep-seated loyalty to the country 

and family. Mr. Brown's decision to resist the invaders, 

despite overwhelming odds, underscores the innate 

sense of patriotism that runs deep within the English 

psyche. 

 

Throughout the play, the Browns exemplify resilience in 

the face of adversity. Despite the chaos and uncertainty 

surrounding them, they refuse to yield to despair, 

drawing strength from their sense of community and 

shared values. Their courage and determination serve as 

a testament to the indomitable spirit of the English 

people, who have long prided themselves on their ability 

to persevere in the face of hardship. Moreover, the 

Browns' resilience underscores the importance of 

solidarity and collective action in times of crisis, as they 

come together to confront the challenges posed by the 

invasion. 

 

A pivotal moment in "An Englishman's Home" occurs 

with the revised ending by J.M. Barrie and Gerald du 

Maurier, which provides a last-minute British victory 

against the Nearlander forces. This alteration not only 

offers a sense of hope and optimism but also serves as 

a powerful symbol of the resilience and fortitude of the 

English nation. By changing the outcome of the play, 

Barrie and du Maurier offer a narrative of triumph in the 

face of adversity, reaffirming the enduring strength of 

the British spirit. 

 

Guy du Maurier's "An Englishman's Home" stands as a 

poignant exploration of patriotism and resilience in the 

face of war. Through its vivid portrayal of the invasion 

and the subsequent actions of the Browns, the play 

offers profound insights into the complexities of human 

nature and the enduring spirit of the English people. The 

revised ending by J.M. Barrie and Gerald du Maurier 

further enhances the thematic depth of the play, 

providing a narrative of triumph that resonates with 

audiences to this day. As such, "An Englishman's Home" 

remains a timeless testament to the resilience and 

fortitude of the human spirit in times of crisis. 

 

4. GUY DU MAURIER'S “AN ENGLISHMAN’S HOME” 

AND J.M. BARRIE 

 

In Guy du Maurier's original version of "An Englishman's 

Home," the invaders triumph, adding a poignant twist to 

the thematic exploration of self and community. 

However, in a notable revision by J.M. Barrie and Gerald 

du Maurier, the ending was altered to provide a last-

minute British victory. This significant change 

underscores the malleability of narrative endings and 

highlights the authors' desire to offer a sense of hope 

and resilience amidst the prevailing uncertainties of the 

era. The revised conclusion not only serves as a narrative 

resolution but also adds depth to the thematic 

undercurrents of the novel, emphasizing the resilience 

of the English spirit in the face of adversity. Guy du 

Maurier's relationship and acquaintance with J.M. Barrie 

and his brother, Gerald du Maurier, further illuminate 

the collaborative nature of the literary world during this 

period. Both J.M. Barrie and Gerald du Maurier were 
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influential figures in the literary and theatrical circles of 

late Victorian and Edwardian England. Barrie, best 

known for his creation of "Peter Pan," and Gerald du 

Maurier, a renowned actor and producer, undoubtedly 

influenced Guy du Maurier's artistic sensibilities and 

creative endeavours. Their collaboration on the revision 

of “An Englishman’s Home” speaks to the camaraderie 

and exchange of ideas that characterized the literary 

scene of the time. Through their combined efforts, the 

novel transformed, enriching its thematic depth and 

resonating with audiences in new and profound ways. 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

 

In "An Englishman's Home," Guy du Maurier masterfully 

captures the essence of patriotism and resilience amidst 

the tumultuous backdrop of a foreign invasion on 

England. Through the narrative lens of the Browns, an 

ordinary middle-class family thrust into the chaos of war, 

du Maurier offers profound insights into the 

complexities of human nature and the enduring spirit of 

the English people. 

 

The play's exploration of patriotism is exemplified 

through the character of Mr. Brown, whose unwavering 

commitment to defending his home and loved ones 

symbolizes a deep-seated loyalty to the country and 

family. Mr. Brown's decision to resist the invaders, 

despite overwhelming odds, underscores the innate 

sense of duty and sacrifice that defines the English spirit. 

Moreover, the Browns' resilience in the face of adversity 

serves as a testament to the indomitable nature of the 

human spirit, as they draw strength from their sense of 

community and shared values. 

 

A significant aspect of "An Englishman's Home" is the 

revised ending by J.M. Barrie and Gerald du Maurier, 

which provides a last-minute British victory against the 

Nearlander forces. This alteration not only offers a sense 

of hope and optimism but also serves as a powerful 

symbol of the resilience and fortitude of the English 

nation. By changing the outcome of the play, Barrie and 

du Maurier offer a narrative of triumph in the face of 

adversity, reaffirming the enduring strength of the 

British spirit. 

 

Through meticulous analysis of the characters, plot, and 

historical context, this research article has sought to 

shed light on the enduring significance of "An 

Englishman's Home" in the literary canon. By exploring 

the themes of patriotism and resilience as portrayed in 

the play, coupled with the revised ending, this research 

has offered profound insights into the complexities of 

human nature and the enduring spirit of the English 

people in times of crisis. 

 

"An Englishman's Home" remains a timeless testament 

to the resilience and fortitude of the human spirit in the 

face of war and adversity. Through its vivid portrayal of 

patriotism and resilience, the play continues to resonate 

with audiences, offering valuable lessons about the 

strength of the human spirit and the enduring power of 

hope. As such, "An Englishman's Home" stands as a 

poignant reminder of the indomitable nature of the 

English people in the face of adversity. 
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